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134 into 50…    doesn’t go!
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Rolls-Royce Flying 
Spurs were fitted with 
a veneered panel 
on the dashboard 
that distinguished 
individual cars by 
giving them a number 
out of 50. However, 
there were134 
such cars delivered 
worldwide and these 
special numbers were 
duplicated in different 
markets. As a result, 
two examples exist 
with a plaque stating 
the car is ‘1 of 50’. 
Most numbers were 
allocated two or three 
times, while numbers 
nine and 10 were 
issued on four different 
cars, as Marinus 
Rijkers explains

With around 385bhp (other sources 
state 340 or 360bhp), the car could blast 
from 0-60mph in 6.9sec and onwards to 
break the 100mph barrier in 21 seconds.

The idea of the Flying Spur was well-
received and orders were strong from the 
start. In fact, it became clear that there 
was sufficient demand from both the US 
and Europe for more than 50 Flying Spurs. 
As it turned out, production for the North 
American market came to an end after 
50 cars had been built, but the figure for 
Europe exceeded that, while the planned 

In 1994 Rolls-Royce broke with 90 years 
of tradition by announcing it was to fit a 
turbocharged engine. These engines were 
fitted to 25 Corniche IVs, as a kind of Final 
Series of the convertible, and to a planned 
run of 150 modified Silver Spur IIIs. 

These Silver Spurs were allocated to 
different market areas, and the cars for 
each area were fitted with an individually 
numbered dashboard plaque identifing 
them with a number out of 50. 

All turbocharged versions of both the  
Corniche IV and Silver Spur III were built 

to model year 1995 specifications. The 
25 Corniche IV examples, known as the 
Corniche S, were delivered to the USA 
exactly as intended.

Events ran a little differently for the 
turbo Spur. Called Flying Spur (the 
name was a resurrection of a Bentley 
Continental title from the 1950s and had 
not previously been used for a Rolls-
Royce), the engine was the same as the 
one fitted to the Bentley Turbo R, as were 
the settings of the adaptive damping and 
self-levelling suspension. 

Total Flying Spur production    
Number out of 50       How often used

1 2
2 3
3 3
4 2
5 3
6 3
7 3
8 3
9 4
10 4
11 3
12 3
13 3
14 3
15 3
16 3
17 3
18 3
19 3
20 3
21 3
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23 3
24 3
25 3
26 3
27 3
28 3
29 3
30 2
31 2
32 2
33 2
34 2
35 2
36 2
37 2
38 2
39 2
40 2
41 2
42 2
43 2
44 2
45 2
46 2
39 2
47 2
48 2
49 2
50 2
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‘Number 9 of 50’ appears in SCH55068 
(UK), SCX55126 (USA), SCX55200 (Japan) 
and SCX55698 (The Netherlands)

‘Number 37 of 50’ appears on the UK-spec 
Rolls-Royce Flying Spur SCH55490 and 
also on the US car SCX55375

Rolls-Royce Flying Spur 
SCH55490 owned by SZ Register 
members Ken and Eva Harwood

total of cars destined for other world 
markets was not achieved.

 Production of the Flying Spur came 
to an end when the Silver Spur III was 
upgraded to the New Silver Spur for 
model year 1996 by which time 134  
Rolls-Royce Flying Spurs had been built.            

FLYING SPUR DEVELOPMENT CAR
A Canadian specification Silver Spur III 
with VIN SCAZN02C0RCX54602 had 
been started in November 1993. Two 
months later this LHD car was             > 
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that this limited edition number was 
applied to three separate market areas. 
The plaque itself did not reveal this secret.
• Exactly 50 cars were delivered to North 
America with all numbers from one to 50 
being featured on the dashboard. Two of 
these 50 cars had Canadian specifications.
• For Europe and the UK, the production 
run of 50 cars with individual numbers 
was reached with VIN SCH55647. The 
development car SCX54602 had no 
dashboard number, so this series started 
at number two. 

After the completion of 50 cars, orders 
continued to come in and six more cars 
were added to the total, making 56 Flying 
Spurs shared between Europe and the 
UK. Two of these additional cars received 
numbers nine and 10 while the other four 
were not allocated a number.
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Design sketches for the Jack Barclay limited edition Flying Spur, of which three were built

selected as the development car to test 
the turbocharged engine. Its standard V8 
was replaced by a Turbo R engine with 
number 81005 L410MTKR and the VIN 
was changed to SCAZG03C2SCX54602. 

The changes to the VIN reflected the 
fact that the model designation had been 
changed from Silver Spur III (originally 
identified by ‘N’ in the fifth position) 
to Flying Spur (‘G’). This was followed 
by the engine code that was changed 
from ‘02’ for normally aspirated to ‘03’ 
for turbocharged (Flying Spurs for the 
Arabian and Russian markets received 
‘04’, meaning without catalyst). Finally, 
the model year was updated from 1994 
(indicated by ‘R’ in the tenth position in 
the VIN) to 1995 (‘S’). SCX54602 was no 
longer built to Canadian specifications but 
to European specifications.

When the tests were finished, in April 
1994, orders were taken and in that 
same month the production started. The 
first examples of the Flying Spur were 
delivered in August 1994.

HOW THE CARS WERE NUMBERED
To stress the exclusivity of the Flying 
Spur, almost all cars had a panel on the 
dashboard stating ‘Flying Spur number xx 
of 50’. It was not known to most owners 

Rolls-Royce Flying Spur Jack Barclay edition SCX55619, one of two cars numbered 44 of 50

 The information in this article has 
been assembled from the factory build 
sheets for each car, held in the archive 
at The Hunt House. These documents 
concern the vehicles’ build and testing 
but, once the cars were completed, 
it is possible that changes to a small 
number of cars may have been carried 
out at the factory. However, this work 
would have been recorded only on the 
chassis database and is not available 
to anybody outside the factory.

SOURCE OF THE DATA

• Only 28 Flying Spurs were sold on the 
other world markets. Dashboard plaques 
with numbers one to 29 were issued, with 
number four not being allocated.

The table on page 61 shows how many 
times each number appears among 
the whole production run of 134 cars. 
Numbers one, four and all those from 30 
to 50 were used ‘only’ twice. There were 
25 numbers used three times and two 
of them (nine and 10) appeared on four 
different cars.

In addition to the 129 numbered cars, 
there were five cars that received no 
dashboard number.

Towards the end of the Flying Spur 
production run, the renowned London 
dealer Jack Barclay ordered three special 
editions, featuring an extensive list of 
modifications that included a reduced 
size rear window, round twin headlamps 
and different alloy wheels. Only the first 
of these three special editions received a 
numbered dashboard plaque.


